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Achieving Grades 4 and 5
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Delegates will:

• Look at examples of grade 4 and 5 scripts from the summer series

• Look at the skills displayed and how the assessment objectives are covered

• Have the opportunity to ask questions

• Get some tips and classroom strategies.

Aims and Objectives



What issues do you feel 
prevent your students from 

reaching the grade 4/5 
boundary?
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Where are the assessment objectives 
assessed?

• AO1 is assessed in Shakespeare part b); Post-19th century 

prose/drama; 19th century novel part b) and unseen poetry.

• AO2 is assessed in Shakespeare part a); 19th century novel part a), 

anthology poetry and unseen poetry.

• AO3 is assessed in Shakespeare part b); Post-19th century 

prose/drama and Anthology poetry.

• AO4 is assessed in Post-19th century prose/drama.
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Paper 1: Shakespeare

• The question has two compulsory parts. 

• Part a) is a close analysis of an extract which will be approximately 30 

lines in length.

• Part b) is focused on how a theme from the extract is explored elsewhere 

in the play.  Candidates also consider the context of the play.  

• Part a) is assessed for AO2 (20 marks).

• Part b) is assessed for AO1 and AO3 (20 marks).



6© Pearson Education 2024

Shakespeare

Common issues preventing students achieving grades 4/5:

• Part (a):

o Lack of analysis at word and sentence level

o Narrative responses that use the quotations to tell the story.

• Part (b):

o Referring to the extract

o Context ‘bolted on’ rather than integrated.
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Shakespeare part (a) assessment



8© Pearson Education 2024

Activity 1 – Part (a) – Level 2 – Script 1
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Script 1 – comments from the examiner
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Activity 1 – Part (a) – Level 3 – Script 2
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Script 2– comments from the examiner
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Shakespeare Part (b) Assessment
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Activity 2 – Part (b): Low level 3 – Script 3
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Script 3 – Comments from the examiner



Now look at Script 4 in your 
delegate pack.

Why does this reach Level 3?  
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Script 4 – Comments from the examiner
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Shakespeare part (a): Top Tips

• Ensure students focus on AO2 for Part (a) – use ‘quotations drills’ to ensure 

they analyse at word/sentence level.

• Restrict to short quotations [less than four words] to ensure analysis is 

specific.

• Show students that structure can be straightforward – look at who enters/exits 

and why, who speaks the most, etc.

• Encourage students to use the question and find points to answer it, rather 

than feature spotting.

• Encourage students to give a quick overview in the first sentence:  ‘Juliet is 

presented as scared, lonely and confused in this extract’.  This then gives 

them 2/3 clear points to make – for each one they could find 1 or 2 examples.
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Shakespeare part (b): Top Tips

• Ensure students know the difference between AO2 and AO1 – they need to 

interpret for part (b), not analyse quotations.  

• Give them a clear paragraph structure using a topic sentence that refers to the 

question. 

• Teach context sparingly – perhaps as and when it crops up in the play rather 

than as a separate lesson or introduction.  This helps them avoid ‘bolt on’ 

answers.  

• Help students find two or three points to make about each character and theme 

so that they have some scope for a developed response. 

• Regularly re-visit the plot and link specific parts to specific themes/characters.  
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Textual references and quotations

• For all of the questions in GCSE Literature, students are required to use textual 

references to support the points they are making about the text.

• As both of the papers are closed book examinations, the students will not have 

the texts with them.

• Where there is an extract, or the poem is provided, students will be expected to 

use short, relevant quotations from the text.

• For questions where the text is not provided, students will be rewarded for either 

relevant textual references, paraphrasing or short quotations from the text.  

• Some students do remember short quotations BUT it is not an expectation. 
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Text and Context (AO3)

There are different kinds, or categories, of context which affect authors’ work and the 

reader’s response to it. Teaching should include:

• the author’s own life and individual situation, including the place and time of 

writing only where these relate to the text;

• the historical setting, time and location of the text;

• social and cultural contexts (e.g. attitudes in society, expectations of different 

cultural groups);

• the literary context of the text, for example, literary movements or genres;

• the way in which texts are received and engaged with by different audiences, at 

different times (for example, how a text may be read differently in the 21st 

century from when it was written.
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Paper 1: Post-1914 Drama or Prose

• Students complete one essay question from a choice of two on their text.

• Each question will be preceded by a short quotation from the text, to provide 

a stimulus for the response.

• Questions will focus on one or more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), 

character(s) and theme(s), and will require students to explore the question 

in relation to the context.

• AO1, AO3 and AO4 are assessed – 40 marks.
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Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling 
(AO4)
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Post-1914

Common issues preventing students reaching grades 4/5:

• Narrative responses

• Over-use of lengthy quotations

• ‘Bolted-on’ context.
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Post-1914 assessment
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Activity 3 – Level 2 – Script 5



26© Pearson Education 2024

Script 5 – Comments from the examiner



Now look at Script 6 in your delegate 
pack.

What level did this achieve?
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Script 6 – Comments from the examiner
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Tips for Post-1914

• Teach students how to answer without telling large chunks of the story. They 

should use a topic sentence:  ‘Mrs Johnson is shown to be obsessed with buying 

things she cannot afford.’  Then follow this with one brief sentence securing it 

firmly in a specific part of the text:   ‘This is shown when ...’. They can 

explain/interpret how it relates to the question and/or context. ‘This 

suggests/implies/reflects...’

• Students do not have to learn quotations by heart as there is a risk that they will 

use these even if they are not relevant to the question. 

• Encourage students to engage with the whole text and to think about textual 

references which will support their responses.

• Context is not just a ‘history’ lesson and students should avoid bolting this onto the 

essay and trying to integrate the context into their response. Teaching context 

alongside the text helps with this, as well as practice questions which will lend 

themselves to contextual comment.



Paper 2 
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Paper 2: 19th Century

Students complete a two-part question:

• Part a is focused on a close language analysis of an extract of approximately 

400. AO2 – 20 marks.

• Part b questions may focus on different aspects of the text, requiring 

exploration of one or more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s), 

theme(s). AO1 – 20 marks.
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19th century

Common issues preventing students achieving grades 4/5:

• Focusing on context which is not assessed in this section. 

Part (a):

• Feature spotting

• Lack of focus on the question

• Narrative responses.

Part (b):

• Narrative responses

• AO2 analysis rather than interpretation of character/setting/theme.
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19th century assessment: part (a)
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Part (a) – Level 2 – Script 7
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Part (a) – Level 2 – Script 7
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Script 7 – Comments from the examiner



Now look at Script 8 in your 
delegate pack.

Why is it better than Script 7?

What advice could you give to the 
writer of Script 7?
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Script 8 – Comments from the examiner
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19th Century assessment Part (b)



Now look at Script 9 in your 
delegate pack.

It scored half-marks.

What advice could you give to the 
writer of Script 9?
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Part (b) – Script 9
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Part (b) – Script 9
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Script 9 – Comments from the examiner
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Tips for 19th century

• Encourage students to focus on the question for part (a), rather than feature 

spotting.

• Remember that subject terminology includes word classes as well as features.

• Teach students how to answer without telling large chunks of the story.

• Remind students that there is no context for part (b).

• Encourage students to think about why the theme or setting is in the novel.

• There is no need for quotations for part (b) – encourage students to interpret 

conceptually rather than analysing. 

• Revisit the plot frequently. 
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Paper 2: Poetry

Anthology poetry

• Part 1: students answer one question on one named poem from the poetry 

anthology collection, reproduced in the question paper, and one poem of their 

choice. Students will compare the poems. Questions will focus on the 

language, form and structure of the poem and the contexts in which the 

poems were written.

• AO2 and AO3 will be targeted. 20 marks.
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Paper 2: Poetry

Unseen Poetry

• Part 2: students answer one question comparing two unseen 

contemporary poems that are linked by a theme.

• Students are required to compare the poets’ portrayals of the theme 

through their use of language, form and structure

• AO1 and AO2 will be targeted. 20 marks.
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Poetry

Common issues preventing students achieving grades 4/5:

• Narrative responses

• Lack of comparison

• Over-reliance on given poem

• Use of over-lengthy quotations.
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Expectations

• Students will compare two poems. If only one poem is considered, the mark 

cannot go beyond Level 2.

• Students will use evidence/quotations from the printed poem to support points 

and comment on language, form and structure and, for the Anthology poetry, 

relevant contextual points.

• For the Anthology poetry, although students may wish to include memorised 

quotes, as this is a closed book examination, this is not an expectation. 

Paraphrasing will be sufficient when referencing the second poem. Students 

must demonstrate their knowledge of a second poem.
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Anthology poetry assessment



What advice would you give the 
writer of Script 10 to help move up to 

the top of Level 3?
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Level 2 – Script 10
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Script 10 – Comment from the examiner



53© Pearson Education 2024

Unseen Poetry Assessment



Look at Scripts 11 & 12

What does each one do well?

Which is the higher mark?
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Script 11 – Comment from the examiner
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Script 12 – Comment from the examiner
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Powerpoint lessons and Knowledge 
Organisers

• Romeo and Juliet

• Macbeth

• Coram Boy

• Boys Don’t Cry

• An Inspector Calls

• Jekyll and Hyde

• A Christmas Carol

• Poetry – Conflict/Belonging

• Refugee Boy

• The Empress

• Follow this link for KOs and Follow this link for lessons

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html?QualFamily=GCSE&QualSubject=English%20Literature
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Subject Advisor contact details

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers

• 0333 016 4120 

• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus

• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with Clare

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

Find out more

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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